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while the Arabs penetrated through Asia Minor and
their conquests reached the shores of the Bosphorus.
Constantinople was the field of insurrection and civil
war when Suleiman became Caliph, and in six years
three usurping Caasars succeeded one another on the
throne. Anastasius II took possession of the throne
in 711 A.D. and was succeeded by Theodosius III
and then by Leo III, who usurped the throne early in
717 A.D.
Suleiman ibn Abdul Malik on his accession found
that the Eastern Empire was passing through a phase of
weakness and decay ; he was thus encouraged to resume
the project of conquering Constantinople. It is said
that a number of theologians told him that he who
conquered Constantinople bore the name of a prophet,
and that he was the only Omayyad Caliph to whom
this description applied,9 and here also we note the
religious character given by Arab chronicles to this
project* Suleiman assembled great forces on land and
sea, supplied with enormous quantities of provisions,
munitions tools and siege instruments for a summer
and winter campaign. Suleiman marched to Dabik
and appointedhis^brotheF^MasiaiBa ibn AbduLMalik
commander dTtEe^expedition and ordered him not to
abandon Constantinople till he had conquered it* or
to await his instructions.10 Early in 98 A.H. (Sep.
or Oct.J716 AJD ) Maslama traversed the Anatolian
plateau and conquered several Byzantine towns and
forts. He then marched to Amorium, capital of Ana-
tolia, to which he kid siege. The city was defended
by its governor Leo the Isaurian or, according to the
Arabic version, Leon or Aleon of Marash. Leo was
a very intelligent, brave and adventurous soldier ; he
aspired after the throne of Constantinople which he
proposed to seize from Emperor Theodosius IIL He
laid with Muslims plans and conditions on which the
various records do not agree. The Arabic chronicle
says that Leo agreed to guide Maslama and help him